
 
 
The book I’ve chosen to share examples relating to our topic from is called “All the Light We 
Cannot See” by Anthony Doerr, copyright 2014 and winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 
2015. 
 
For our topic of empathy, I’ll give you a little background that occurred before the example 
(which occurs very early in the novel), as it helps to understand the context, and why I feel the 
example is a good illustration of the author creating empathy.  
 
We are told the date is August 7, 1944. Then an extremely short, but eloquently written scene, 
informs us leaflets are falling from the sky onto a town, containing a dire warning which I’ll 
summarize as: “Leave town. Immediately.” Next, a slightly longer scene gives us the perspective 
from bomber planes with English-language names crossing the English Channel toward a 
coastal city. 
 
The example is on the next page. While I hope the reason I’ve chosen the passage is obvious, 
please comment if it isn’t or any thoughts you might have about it. 
 
Kevin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 
 


